2018

CHICAGO’S

NOTABLE
MINORITY LAWYERS

CRAIN’S CHICAGO BUSINESS • November 19, 2018 15

Crain’s Chicago Business is pleased to honor Chicago’s Notable Minority
Lawyers, a list of 58 men and women who are leading the legal profession, in
Illinois and beyond. Through their practices and pro bono work, they are advancing the causes of justice and equality. Their stories also reveal that they
are mentoring a diverse generation of lawyers to join them on this path.
METHODOLOGY: The honorees did not pay to be included. Their profiles were drawn from the nomination materials submitted. This list features only individuals for whom nominations were submitted and accepted after a review by our editorial team. To qualify for the list, honorees must be based in the Chicago area and
currently serving in senior-level roles at their law firms. They must be responsible for noteworthy legal work in their practice areas at their firms. Finally, they must
practice at firms with more than $500,000 in revenue per lawyer each year for the last three years, minority- or women-owned firms or public interest groups.

M. MERCEDES BADIA-TAVAS

ALAN BELL

MONIQUE BHARGAVA

Partner
Barnes & Thornburg

Managing partner
Charity & Associates

Partner
Loeb & Loeb

M. Mercedes Badia-Tavas is a Cuban-
American attorney with 30 years of
business- and family-based immigration experience, including nine years
managing her own
firm, Badia-Tavas
Law Group. She now
provides leadership
and management for
Barnes & Thornburg’s
immigration practice. Badia-Tavas is a
former chair of the American Immigration Lawyers Association’s Chicago
chapter. When she was 2, Badia-Tavas’
family left Cuba for Mexico and later
settled in Gulfport, Miss. Her background, upbringing and internships
in Latin America and Europe engendered a cultural sensibility that she
credits for her success.

Alan Bell is managing partner at
Charity & Associates, a Chicago-based minority-owned transactional law firm. Bell has represented
clients on numerous
municipal finance
and public-private
partnership transactions totaling
over $15 billion,
including lead roles
in such high-profile
finance projects as the renovation of
Soldier Field and the expansions of
McCormick Place West and O’Hare
International Airport. Bell earned a
bachelor’s degree in business administration, with an emphasis in finance,
from the University of Notre Dame in
1986. He received his law degree from
the Notre Dame Law School in 1989.

How she gives back: For arts organizations funded by the MacArthur
Foundation and the Joyce Foundation, Badia-Tavas offered her
expertise in receiving visa approvals
and entry to bring culturally unique
artists to the U.S.

How he gives back: Bell serves on
several boards, including the national board of the Land Trust Alliance,
the board of Openlands, the board
of the Black Ensemble Theater and
the advisory board of the Chicago
Children’s Advocacy Center.

Monique Bhargava counsels ad agencies, Fortune 500 brands and media
and tech leaders on issues in advertising, marketing, data privacy and intellectual property law.
She is chair of Loeb &
Loeb Chicago’s women’s affinity group
and a member of the
firmwide diversity
committee. Bhargava
is on the board of the
Asian American Bar Association of
Greater Chicago and is an American
Bar Foundation fellow. Previously,
she served on the board of the Asian
American Bar Association Chicago.
She is a member of the International
Trademark Association’s data protection committee, the Brand Activation
Association and the International
Association of Privacy Professionals.

ZULFIQAR BOKHARI

RODERICK BRANCH

How she gives back: Bhargava, who
grew up in Lincoln Park, does pro
bono work with Chicago organizations such as the Domestic Violence
Legal Clinic and is on the board of
Chicago Volunteer Legal Services.

MICHAEL CARRILLO

Partner
Latham & Watkins

Partner
Latham & Watkins

Partner
Barnes & Thornburg

During his more than two-decade
career, Zulfiqar Bokhari has advised
many of the world’s largest banks and
financial institutions on the structuring and syndication
of senior credit
facilities, including
acquisition, recapitalization, bridge,
working capital and
other domestic,
cross-border and
multicurrency financings. He regularly represents lead banks across
the credit spectrum, transaction sizes
and product types. Bokhari recently
represented a major U.S. bank in a $30
billion-plus underwritten bridge loan
facility for a global pharmaceutical
company. He also advised two major
U.S. banks in connection with a $30
billion-plus bridge credit facility for a
multinational mass media and entertainment conglomerate.

Roderick Branch, originally from Mexico City, is a cross-border capital-markets lawyer focused on Latin America.
Branch advised Vista Oil & Gas on its
global IPO in 2017;
the deal, creating the
region’s first special
purpose acquisition
company, introduced
a new asset class to
Latin America. He
also represented Mexico’s largest private-sector energy company, IEnova, on its $598 million IPO
in 2013, the first by an energy company
on the Mexican Stock Exchange; its
$1.6 billion follow-on equity offering, the largest equity sale in Latin
America in 2016; and its $840 million
inaugural bond offering in 2017. This
year, Branch advised on Promecap
Acquisition’s IPO—the first SPAC to
focus exclusively on Mexico. In 2015,
he was among Crain’s 40 Under 40.

Michael Carrillo’s background is in
engineering and law. During his seven years with Barnes & Thornburg,
he has represented and counseled
individuals and corporations on patent,
trademark, copyright
and trade secret
matters, and on foreign and domestic
patent and trademark protection. As
a member of the firm’s management
committee, he plays a key role in
shaping the firm’s lateral recruiting,
office culture and morale, strategic
expansion, and associate compensation. Carrillo has led teams in patent
and trademark cases before the
Patent Trial & Appeal Board and in
federal court.

How he gives back: Bokhari is on
the advisory board of the Kellogg
Institute for International Studies at
the University of Notre Dame.

How he gives back: Branch is a
governing member of the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra.

How he gives back: Carrillo is on
the board of the Hispanic Lawyers
Scholarship Fund of Illinois, mentoring law students and raising funds to
increase the number of Hispanic law
students and attorneys in the state.
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PAUL CHOI

MICHAEL CHU
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ISAAC COLUNGA

KIMBERLY COOK

SC

Managing partner
Tristan & Cervantes

Partner
Sidley Austin

Partner
McDermott Will & Emery

Partner
Ice Miller

Partner
Schiller DuCanto & Fleck

Sen
Clar

Pedro Cervantes is managing
partner of Tristan & Cervantes,
a Chicago business services
law firm. Cervantes practices
in the areas of
commercial litigation, commercial and highend residential
real estate and
leasing, labor
and employment law,
construction law, and corporate
transactions. He has represented
clients before federal and state
courts and many administrative and governmental bodies
throughout Illinois. He graduated
from the University of Illinois College of Law, cum laude, in 2003
and from Augustana College,
magna cum laude, in 2000.

Paul Choi is global co-leader
of Sidley Austin’s 440-lawyer
mergers and acquisitions practice and has led dozens of multibillion-dollar
transactions.
In the past
year and a
half, Choi has
advised telecom provider
West in its $5.1
billion sale to
funds affiliated with Apollo
Global Management and advised on the $3.2 billion spinoff
of Apergy from Dover. In 2016,
he advised on the cross-border,
$10.2 billion spinoff of Yum
China Holdings from Yum
Brands. In 2002, he was among
Crain’s 40 Under 40.

In a practice spanning more
than 26 years in Chicago,
Michael Chu has developed
expertise in all aspects of intellectual property
law, including
litigation,
prosecution
and counseling
of patent and
trademark issues. Chu, chair
of the racial
and ethnic diversity committee
at McDermott Will & Emery,
also helps spearhead firmwide
programming on addressing
unconscious bias.

Isaac Colunga represents some
of Ice Miller’s most significant
clients in Chicago. He co-chairs
the firm’s Telephone Consumer Protection
Act defense
practice
and defends
such cases
nationwide,
prosecutes
and defends
contract and
business disputes, and litigates
employment matters at the
trial and appellate levels.
Colunga is a member of Ice
Miller’s diversity and inclusion
committee, assisting with the
firm’s training initiatives. He
is a member of the Hispanic
Lawyers Association of Illinois
and the Hispanic National Bar
Association. He was a clerk to
Judge Charles Norgle of U.S.
District Court for the Northern
District of Illinois.

Kimberly Cook counsels clients
through divorce, particularly
when custody and spousal
and child support issues are
involved.
Additionally,
she handles
dissolution of
civil unions,
as well as
prenuptial and
postnuptial
agreements. As
a member of Schiller DuCanto
& Fleck’s recruiting committee,
she is actively involved in the
recruitment and development
of young lawyers. She is a
member of the Illinois State
Bar Association, Chicago Bar
Association, Black Women
Lawyers Association and Delta
Sigma Theta. Cook is a past
chair of the Chicago Bar Association’s domestic relations
committee and is an appointee
to the Illinois Supreme Court
Committee on Jury Instructions (Civil Cases).
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How he gives back: Cervantes
is a member of the Augustana
College board of trustees and
a member of the board of Chicago Sinfonietta. He is actively
involved in the Chicagoland
Chamber of Commerce, the
Illinois Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce and the Hispanic
Lawyers Association of Illinois.

How he gives back: Choi has
dedicated years of service
to his alma mater, Harvard
University, serving as president
of the Harvard Club of Chicago
and as president of the global
Harvard Alumni Association.
In 2017, he was one of five
alumni elected to the university’s board of overseers.

How he gives back: As former
president of the National Asian
Pacific American Bar Association, Chu consulted on the
firm’s pro bono involvement
in NAPABA’s amicus brief
challenging President Donald
Trump’s third Muslim and
refugee ban. He is board chair
of Asian Americans Advancing
Justice-Chicago. He was recognized with the Justice Laura
C. Liu Lifetime Achievement
Award by the Chinese American Bar Association.

How he gives back: Colunga
supports Steppenwolf Theatre
and has been an associates
board member and a directors
circle member of the theater.

How she gives back: Cook is a
volunteer attorney at the Cook
County Domestic Violence
Courthouse.
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congratulates our partner

NICHOLAS
GOWEN
who has been
named a Most
Influential
Minority
Lawyer by
Crain’s
Custom
Media
330 North Wabash Ave.
Suite 2100
Chicago, IL 60611
T: 312.840.7081
www.burkelaw.com
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SCOTT CRUZ
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TIFFANY CUNNINGHAM

AZUKA DIKE

SHERINA EDWARDS

YUEZHONG FENG

Senior counsel
Clark Hill

Partner
Perkins Coie

Principal shareholder
Banner & Witcoff

Partner
Quarles & Brady

Shareholder
Brinks Gilson & Lione

Scott Cruz represents both
public- and private-sector
employers in all aspects of labor
and employment law, including
civil litigation
and preventive
counseling. In
the past two
years, he has
won summary
judgment on a
sensitive whistleblower case;
avoided wage-and-hour violations for a local construction
company, defeating the claim on
a motion to dismiss; counseled
clients to avoid or reduce liability
on several personnel-related
matters; negotiated a favorable
reduction in a client’s restrictive
covenant obligations following an
employer’s threatened lawsuit;
and assisted clients in defeating
unemployment benefits claims
before the Illinois Department
of Employment Security. He is
member of the Illinois Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce and the
Chicago Latino Network.

Tiffany Cunningham is a patent
litigator who counsels Fortune
500 technology companies, including Intel and Microsoft. She
serves in a leadership role on
many of Perkins
Coie’s client
legal teams.
Recently, she
was involved in
a matter regarding the successful transfer of a late-stage,
large-scale patent litigation case
to a more favorable jurisdiction
for a technology company client.
The case is complex, asserting nine patents against the
company and several makers of
smartphones and tablets. The
matter is still pending in California. Cunningham is a member of
firm management committees,
including associate evaluation
and associate compensation,
lateral partner, diversity (local
chair), and the information governance advisory board.

Azuka Dike’s practice focuses on
a range of intellectual property
matters, with an emphasis on
patent infringement litigation,
patent prosecution, patent
monetization
and opinion
counseling.
He has secured wins for
Fortune 500
clients, including inter partes review victories
for Comcast at the Patent Trial
& Appeal Board. Nationally, he
is vice chair of the Alternative
Dispute Resolution Committee
of the American Bar Association
Section of Intellectual Property
Law. He was recently appointed
liaison for the ABA Commission
on Racial & Ethnic Diversity in
the Legal Profession.

Sherina Edwards is a partner
with Quarles & Brady’s energy,
environment and natural
resources practice group. At
the time the
youngest appointee to the
Illinois Commerce Commission, she
was influential
in establishing
the ICC’s Office
of Diversity & Community
Affairs and the Illinois Utilities
Business Diversity Council. In
2016, President Barack Obama
and U.S. Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx appointed
her co-chair of the Department
of Transportation’s voluntary
information-sharing system
working group. Most recently,
Edwards was a 2017 Eisenhower Fellow, serving as an
ambassador for the U.S. in
South Africa and Australia and
meeting with energy experts.

Yuezhong Feng, shareholder
and co-chair of Brinks Gilson &
Lione’s China task force, is an
intellectual property litigator
with experience in complex patent,
trade secret,
Hatch-Waxman, International Trade
Commission
and U.S. Patent
& Trademark Office post-grant
cases. Fluent in English and
Mandarin, Feng frequently
assists U.S. and European
companies with intellectual
property issues in China. He
was deeply involved in Brinks
Gilson & Lione’s planning and
recent opening of its Shenzhen
office. Having helped clients in
China protect and enforce their
U.S. intellectual property rights
for the past 13 years, he bridges
the business, legal and cultural
gaps between Chinese and U.S.
companies. With a doctorate
in organic chemistry, Feng has
helped companies seek patent
protection in more than 100
countries.

How she gives back: Since
2014, Cunningham has helped
lead the firm’s participation in
ChIPs, a national nonprofit.

How he gives back: Cruz is a
member of Alivio Medical Center’s board of directors.

CHICAGO,

IL

How he gives back: For the
past two years, Dike has chaired
Banner & Witcoff’s diversity
committee, which awards the
$10,000 Donald W. Banner Diversity Scholarship to diverse law
students. He also is a mentor and
tutor for disadvantaged youth at
the Chicago Lights Foundation.

|

WASHINGTON,

DC

|
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How she gives back: Edwards
sits on Girl Scouts of Greater
Chicago & Northwest Indiana’s
board and Delta Sigma Theta’s
national executive board.

ARBOR,

MI

|

INDIANAPOLIS,

IN

THE WAY FORWARD

100 YEARS OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW
BRINKS IS PROUD TO HAVE THREE OF OUR FORWARD-THINKING
ATTORNEYS INCLUDED AMONG THE 2018 NOTABLE MINORITY LAWYERS

CONGRATULATIONS TO

YUEZHONG FENG, GUSTAVO SILLER AND TADASHI HORIE
WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP AND DEDICATION
TO PROMOTE DIVERSITY WITHIN THE LEGAL COMMUNITY

RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, NC

|

SALT LAKE CITY, UT

|

TAMPA, FL

|

SHENZHEN, CHINA
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ROBERT FERNANDEZ

BARRY FIELDS

TIFFANY FORDYCE

2018
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EDUARDO GIL

NI

Partner
Dentons

Partner
Kirkland & Ellis

Shareholder
Greenberg Traurig

Founding partner
Gil Law Group

Part
Bur

Robert Fernandez chairs Dentons’ U.S. real estate practice,
leading a nationwide team of
more than 100 attorneys. Fernandez, who
was among
Crain’s 40 Under 40 in 2013,
is a member of
Dentons’ global real estate
executive committee and has
served on Dentons’ U.S. board.
He represents many of the
firm’s investment, development
and financial institution clients,
including Sterling Bay, RREEF,
MetLife and Citadel. Fernandez
led recent transactions including the negotiation of Citadel’s
headquarters lease at 131 S.
Dearborn St. and the representation of the Ricketts family in
connection with the development of the Hotel Zachary.

For the past 26 years, Barry
Fields has represented large
companies and organizations
in complicated, high-profile litigation. He has
successfully resolved environmental, product
liability,
mass tort and
commercial
disputes inside
and outside the
courtroom. He was trial counsel
for BP in the Deepwater Horizon
litigation and for General Motors
in the multidistrict litigation
involving cases alleging that defective ignition switches caused
deaths and injuries. His other
clients include Syngenta, Textron and Dow Chemical. Fields
is president-elect of the Federal Bar Association’s Chicago
chapter, a member of Bellarmine
University’s board of trustees
and a lecturer at the University
of Chicago Law School.

Tiffany Fordyce concentrates
her practice on commercial
litigation, with an emphasis on
labor and employment. She
is co-chair of
Greenberg
Traurig’s
workforce
compliance
and regulatory
enforcement
group. She
is currently
defending an employer in a
putative class action brought
by public employees alleging
a constitutional property right
in their employment histories.
This case, which Fordyce is
first-chairing, involves an issue
of first impression in the 7th
Circuit and may further define
the contours of protectable employment-related constitutional
rights. She is a board member
of the Women’s Bar Foundation
and a member of the Black
Women Lawyers’ Association.

Eduardo Gil established Gil
Law Group in 1994. The firm
employs nine experienced
bilingual and bicultural attorneys, including
a retired federal immigration
judge. It has
been a threetime Aurora
Hispanic
Chamber of
Commerce
Small Business of the Year
winner. A native of Argentina,
Gil earned his law degree from
the Northern Illinois University
College of Law. He is a member of the Kane County Bar
Association, the Illinois State
Bar Association, Trial Lawyers
of America, the Illinois Real Estate Lawyers Association, and
the Aurora Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce. He was the NIU
College of Law Alumnus of the
Year in 2010.
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How he gives back: Fernandez
has sat on local government
and nonprofit boards including
Illinois’ Medical Disciplinary
Review Board and Leadership
Greater Chicago.

How he gives back: Fields is a
past president of the Chicago
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil
Rights and the Chicago Appleseed Fund for Justice.

EDUARDO GIL IS
PRESIDENT OF THE
WAUBONSEE COMMUNITY
COLLEGE FOUNDATION
BOARD. EACH YEAR,
HIS FIRM AWARDS 10
SCHOLARSHIPS TO
HISPANIC STUDENTS.
NICHOLAS GOWEN IS ON
THE BOARD OF ADVISERS
FOR PROJECT HOOD, AN
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ORGANIZATION SERVING
CHICAGO’S WOODLAWN
COMMUNITY.

TOTAL COMMITMENT
To Our Community
Thompson Coburn
congratulates

How she gives back: Fordyce
sits on the board of the American Institute for the Prevention
of Blindness.

How he gives back: Gil is
president of the Waubonsee
Community College Foundation board. Each year, his
firm awards 10 scholarships to
Hispanic students.

Benesch congratulates all of the
Crain’s Notable Minority Lawyers. We
take particular pride in congratulating
our attorneys, Manish K. Mehta
and Juan Morado, Jr. on this
distinguished recognition!

Anita Mauro
and all of those
honored as the
2018 Chicago’s

MANISH K. MEHATA

Notable Minority

JUAN MORADO, JR.

Lawyers.

thompsoncoburn.com
Chicago

Los Angeles

St. Louis

Southern Illinois

Washington, D.C.

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

www.beneschlaw.com
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NOTABLE
MINORITY LAWYERS
NICHOLAS GOWEN

Partner
Burke Warren MacKay & Serritella

Nicholas Gowen acts as lead
trial counsel for middle-market
and Fortune 500 companies in
a variety of industries, handling matters
that include
complex contract disputes,
trade-secret
litigation and
shareholder
litigation. Recent successes
include his resolution of several
matters before trial, including
defending the chairman of a private-equity firm in a derivative
action by minority shareholders
and resolving a dispute between
a global automotive supplier
and one of its largest customers.
How he gives back: Gowen
is vice chair of Chicago State
University’s board of trustees.
He is on the Illinois Equal Justice
Foundation’s board of directors
and on the board of advisers for
Project HOOD, an economic
development organization
serving Chicago’s Woodlawn
community.

CINTHIA GRANADOS MOTLEY

Director, global data privacy and information
security
Dykema Gossett

Cinthia Granados Motley is
director of Dykema Gossett’s
global data privacy and information security
practice group.
Granados
Motley handles
international
data breaches, consumer
and privacy
litigation,
international contract disputes,
director and officer liability,
e-discovery, and professional
liability matters. She assists clients in implementing effective
information security practices, addressing current and
emerging regulatory compliance issues, as well as litigation
readiness and regulatory inquiry matters. She acts as incident
response counsel to national
and multinational entities,
as well as privacy litigation
counsel. Granados Motley is
a member of the 7th Circuit
Court of Appeals’ eDiscovery
pilot program committee and
also heads its privacy and data
security project team.
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MARTIN GREENE

CRAIG GRIFFITH

REGINALD HILL

Partner
Zuber Lawler & Del Duca

Partner
Sidley Austin

Partner
Jenner & Block

Martin Greene is a trial lawyer
who represents corporations,
public entities and middle-market businesses. His expertise is
in employment
law, having
acted as lead
counsel on
dozens of federal and state
court trials for
Fortune 500
companies and
government entities. He focuses
on class-action and high-stakes
employment litigation, along
with internal employment
and anti-corruption investigations and compliance. In
1980, Greene was a member of
the transition team for President-elect Ronald Reagan, and
in 1983 he was on the transition
team for Chicago Mayor-elect
Harold Washington.

A member of Sidley Austin’s
executive committee since
2011, Craig Griffith helps guide
the strategic direction of a $2
billion law firm.
He organized
and chaired
Sidley Austin’s
first committee
for partnership
promotion, is
global co-chair
of its diversity
committee, and led the firm’s
associate assignment and compensation committee for nearly
a decade. Through these roles,
Griffith helps develop Sidley’s
next generation of partners and
works to maintain a pipeline
for diverse lawyers throughout Chicago. With expertise in
structured finance, securitization and collateralized fund obligation transactions, his clients
include Allstate, DZ Bank and
East West Bank.

Reginald Hill has been a
patent trial lawyer for 24 years.
Co-chair of Jenner & Block’s
patent litigation and counseling
practice, Hill
has experience
in exploitation,
procurement,
development
and protection
of intellectual
property in
a variety of
technologies, including digital
communications, internet and
emerging technologies. He has
secured victories for clients
including Nissan North America,
Schneider Electric and Nintendo. Hill spent 10 years as an
electrical engineer in research
and development at AT&T Bell
Laboratories and Motorola, distinguishing himself in the design
and development of computer
hardware and architectures for
audio and video technology.

How he gives back: Griffith
serves on the boards of two organizations of personal importance to him: the Lupus Society
of Illinois and the Thurgood
Marshall College Fund.

How he gives back: Since 2008,
Hill has been a board member
of Chicago Scholars. He also
serves as pro bono counsel for
the Chicago Recovery Alliance.

How he gives back: Greene is
a board member and advocacy
committee co-chair of the National Association of Minority
& Women Owned Law Firms.
He also is an advisory board
member of the Institute for Inclusion in the Legal Profession.

Congratulations
to our own
CHICAGO’S NOTABLE
MINORITY LAWYER
Franczek Radelet is unconditionally
committed to the goal of diversity
and inclusion in the workplace.
We value highly the varied perspectives
and experiences which are found
only in a diverse workplace.

TEJAS SHAH
www.franczek.com

Labor & Employment,
Education, and Immigration
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TADASHI HORIE

NICK KAHLON

LEMA KHORSHID

JASON KIM
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ALAN KING

JO

Shareholder
Brinks Gilson & Lione

Partner
Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila

Founding partner
Fuksa Khorshid

Partner
Neal Gerber & Eisenberg

Partner
Drinker Biddle & Reath

Part
Rile

Tadashi Horie is a shareholder
and intellectual property lawyer
at Brinks Gilson & Lione. In his
26 years at the firm, the majority
of Horie’s practice has been
dedicated to
patent prosecution, particularly for high-tech
companies
specializing in
the development of software and computer
and medical technology. He
also helps clients navigate
complex opinion and licensing
issues. With a background in
electrical and computer-related
technologies, Horie has served
sophisticated and global clients
including Sysmex, DoCoMo (Japan’s largest wireless provider),
Seiko Instruments and Panasonic with their patent and licensing needs. Fluent in Japanese
and English, Horie has helped
many international companies
prepare and negotiate licensing
agreements in the U.S.

Nick Kahlon has led Riley Safer
Holmes & Cancila’s pro bono
representation of the city of
Chicago in high-profile litigation challenging the Trump
administration’s travel
ban. Kahlon
and his team
submitted
amicus briefs
on behalf of
the city in courts across the
country, including one that
was cited by the 9th Circuit in
its ruling enjoining the travel
ban. During that same period,
Kahlon also had victories in
two patent disputes, obtaining
dismissals based on arguments
of patent invalidity under federal law, and an affirming opinion from the federal circuit.

Lema Khorshid handles a
wide range of legal matters
for small to midsize, closely
held businesses in Chicago
and New York.
She frequently
assists clients
with corporate
transactional
and intellectual property
matters. For
the past several
years, she has served as lead
counsel on mergers and acquisitions that have taken her
clients all over the globe.

Jason Kim, a Neal Gerber &
Eisenberg veteran of 20 years,
represents employers nationally
in labor relations and employment litigation.
Kim recently
successfully resolved
a complex,
contentious
wage-and-hour
class-action
suit across
20-plus facilities in Washington
state. The resolution avoided a
costly trial based on the scope
of the pending class and claims.
For clients in multiple industries, he develops and implements corporate labor strategy,
litigates National Labor Relations Board unfair-labor-practice proceedings, and is chief
spokesperson in collective-bargaining negotiations. He is an
advisory board member of the
Korean American Bar Association of Chicago and an adjunct
faculty member at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

Alan King, vice chair of Drinker
Biddle & Reath’s labor and employment group, serves as lead
counsel in national employment litigation
matters. Over
his 30-year
career, he has
never lost a trial. He recently
obtained summary judgment
on behalf of
a Fortune 100 retailer in two
federal employment discrimination lawsuits, and on behalf
of a major airline in a federal
lawsuit alleging discrimination
and retaliation.
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How he gives back: Horie is
a member of the Japan Patent
Attorneys Association.

How he gives back: Kahlon is
a founding member of the Sikh
Bar Association. He does pro
bono work for the Sikh Coalition and other Indian rights
organizations, as well as with
the ACLU on civil rights cases.

How she gives back: Khorshid
has provided pro bono representation to women who have
experienced workplace discrimination. She teaches workshops and classes to women
and minority entrepreneurs at
small-business development
centers across Illinois. She is
an advisory board member for
the Women’s Business Development Center and has written
and taught classes as part of
the city of Chicago’s business
certificate program.

How he gives back: Kim is on
the emeritus board of Chicago
Cares.

How he gives back: King is lead
pro bono counsel in an asylum
case representing a teenager
who fled gang violence in El
Salvador. He conducts pro bono
mediations for the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission. He also is on the
boards of the Ounce of Prevention Fund, Resolution Systems
Institute, Children First Fund:
The Chicago Public Schools
Foundation and the Frankie
Knuckles Foundation.
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NOTABLE
MINORITY LAWYERS
JOSHUA LEE
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MICHAEL LEE

JORGE LEON

EILEEN LETTS

Partner
Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila

Partner
Reed Smith

Partner
Michael Best & Friedrich

Partner
Zuber Lawler & Del Duca

A founding partner and trial
lawyer at Riley Safer Holmes &
Cancila, Joshua Lee’s 16 years of
experience encompasses class
actions, mass
torts involving
product liability
and consumer
fraud, intellectual property
disputes and
collective-bargaining agreements. He is a former chair of
the ethics and professionalism
committee of the American
Bar Association’s tort trial and
insurance practice section. He
has served on the Legal Council for Health Justice’s board of
directors.

Michael Lee is a corporate/
transactional attorney. As head
of Reed Smith’s U.S. mergers
and acquisitions team, Lee has
a leading role
in the firm’s
annual mergers and acquisitions roundtable, which
brings together
industry leaders to discuss
critical issues. In the past year,
he has led numerous transactions aggregating to hundreds
of millions of dollars, including the sale of PT Solutions to
Lindsay Goldberg; numerous
strategic acquisitions for Faro
Technologies, a manufacturer
of high-precision 3D measurement devices; and the acquisition by Pacifica Foods of Sabra
Dipping’s salsa business.

Jorge Leon’s clients include
household names in the food
and beverage, higher education, manufacturing, and
insurance
industries.
He co-leads
Michael Best
& Friedrich’s
employee benefits practice
and chairs its
diversity and
inclusion committee. Leon
helps ensure the retirement
security of more than 100,000
workers; recent work of his on
leased employees is being incorporated into IRS policy. He
recently advised on a $3 billion
acquisition and counseled an
investment committee to avert
costly litigation.

Eileen Letts is a civil trial attorney with dozens of jury trials
and more than 100 bench trials.
She has successfully defended
many complex
tort litigation matters
and handled
numerous
medical malpractice cases.
Letts’ emphasis
has been on
personal injury defense; she has
tried numerous cases to verdict.
She has also tried contract
disputes, construction litigation
claims and civil rights cases.
Letts is a frequent presenter
at continuing legal education
seminars and panel discussions
of the American Bar Association, the Chicago Bar Association and the Illinois Institute of
Continuing Legal Education.
She is in the American Bar Association’s House of Delegates.

How he gives back: Lee’s pro
bono work has been recognized by the federal judges of
the Northern District of Illinois
and by the American Bar Association’s tort trial and insurance practice section. His alma
mater, Valparaiso University,
awarded him its Outstanding
Young Alumnus award in 2014
for his service to the campus
and community.

How he gives back: Lee has
provided pro bono legal counsel to the Center for Neighborhood Technology and Elevate
Energy, two nonprofits focused
on energy conservation and
similar initiatives in urban
areas.

IN THE PAST YEAR,
MICHAEL LEE HAS LED
NUMEROUS TRANSACTIONS
AGGREGATING TO
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF
DOLLARS, INCLUDING THE
ACQUISITION BY PACIFICA
FOODS OF SABRA DIPPING’S
SALSA BUSINESS.
JORGE LEON HELPS ENSURE
THE RETIREMENT SECURITY
OF MORE THAN 100,000
WORKERS; RECENT WORK
OF HIS ON LEASED
EMPLOYEES IS BEING
INCORPORATED INTO IRS
POLICY.

How he gives back: Leon is
a fellow of the Leadership
Council on Legal Diversity and
a member of the Wisconsin
LGBT Chamber of Commerce’s
leadership advisory council.
He is on the boards of the
Hispanic Lawyers Association
of Illinois Charities and Gads
Hill Center.

How she gives back: Letts is
co-chair of the ABA Section of
Litigation’s diversity and inclusion committee and has served
as co-chair of the ABA Diversity
& Inclusion 360 Commission.
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RODNEY LEWIS

MICHAEL LIU

FRANCINE LYNCH

2018

NOTABLE
CHICAGO’S
MINORITY LAWYERS
NANCY MALDONADO

CH

Shareholder
Polsinelli

Partner
Morgan Lewis & Bockius

Partner
Neal & Leroy

Partner
Miner Barnhill & Galland

Part
McD

Rodney Lewis is a litigator who
has assisted corporate clients
in complex commercial litigation matters across an array
of industries
in state and
federal courts,
including
consumer
class-action
defense under
various federal
and state consumer protection laws, privacy
and data security matters, real
estate litigation, and False
Claims Act and general commercial disputes. He was the
first attorney to represent his
firm as a Leadership Council
on Legal Diversity fellow.

Michael Liu advises public and
private multinational companies on international and
cross-border tax issues. Over the
last year, he has
advised companies—particularly Silicon
Valley tech
companies—on
the consequences and
implications
of the “repatriation tax” that
was introduced as part of U.S.
tax reform. He also has advised
companies on whether and how
to restructure their operations,
supply chains and distribution
models in response to anti-deferral rules enacted as part of tax
reform. Liu, who splits his time
between Chicago and San Francisco, is on the board of Silicon
Valley’s Asian Law Alliance and
is active in the Chicago and Bay
Area chapters of the Leadership
Council on Legal Diversity.

Francine Lynch concentrates
her practice in the areas of real
estate, development and land
use, estate and trust, probate
and mortgage
foreclosure,
and zoning.
Lynch served as
outside acquisition counsel
for the CTA
Red & Purple
Modernization
Program, supervising and
assisting in the acquisition of
more than 28 parcels of land, as
well as supervising the relocation of more than 50 residential
and commercial tenants and
owners. She is a member of the
Chicago Bar Association and the
American Society for Bioethics
& Humanities. Lynch has a Master of Law degree in health and
a master’s degree in bioethics
and health policy from Loyola
University Chicago. This year,
Lynch earned her doctorate in
bioethics from Loyola.

With expertise in federal and
state employment discrimination law, Nancy Maldonado
has worked on complex class
actions, multiplaintiff suits
and individual
matters in
federal and
state courts and
agencies. Maldonado is a lead
attorney in Miner Barnhill & Galland’s practice
representing primarily low-wage
workers in sexual harassment,
age discrimination, wage theft
and other employment matters
in individual, multiplaintiff and
class/collective actions. This
work has led to the recovery of
millions of dollars in back wages
and compensatory damages.
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How she gives back: Maldonado has served on the boards of
and provided pro bono hours
to the Arise Chicago Worker
Center, Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under
Law and La Casa Norte.
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How he gives back: In November 2017, Lewis was appointed
to the board of directors of the
Chicago Committee, an organization that advances racial and
ethnic diversity in the legal profession. He is on the board of
directors of the March of Dimes
and the Edutainment Project, a
nonprofit dedicated to making
arts accessible to students in
underserved schools.

RODNEY LEWIS IS ON THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE CHICAGO COMMITTEE,
AN ORGANIZATION THAT
ADVANCES RACIAL AND
ETHNIC DIVERSITY IN THE
LEGAL PROFESSION.

THIS YEAR, FRANCINE
LYNCH EARNED HER
DOCTORATE IN BIOETHICS
FROM LOYOLA UNIVERSITY
CHICAGO.

How he gives back: Liu works
on cross-border pro bono
matters, most recently with the
American International Health
Alliance.

How she gives back: Lynch is
a former vice chair of the advisory board of the Children’s
Hospital University of Illinois.

RECOGNITION OF EXCELLENCE

Congratulations to
Jason Kim
on being recognized as one of
Chicago’s Notable Minority Lawyers

Bravo.
Well done.
PERKINS COIE partner Tiffany Cunningham sets new standards

“Jason personifies our core values in his client-centered approach to
achieving the best outcomes for our clients, and in his leadership in
the development and advancement of minority attorneys within the
firm and in the community.”

of excellence in her counsel to clients. We congratulate her on her
well-deserved inclusion among Chicago’s Notable Minority Lawyers
by Crain’s Chicago Business.

– Scott J. Fisher, Managing Partner

TIFFANY CUNNINGHAM | PARTNER

Neal Gerber Eisenberg is committed to fostering a culture
where each individual attorney can achieve success,
both professionally and personally.

Chicago | TCunningham@perkinscoie.com

PerkinsCoie.com
Perkins Coie LLP Attorney Advertising
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ANITA MAURO

MANISH MEHTA

LESLIE MINIER

Partner
McDermott Will & Emery

Partner
Thompson Coburn

Partner
Benesch

Partner
Katten Muchin Rosenman

Christina Martini has a diverse
global intellectual property
practice focused on trademark,
copyright, domain name, internet, advertising
and unfair competition. She
has expertise
in counseling,
prosecution,
enforcement,
due diligence
and licensing
matters. She assists clients in
protecting their intellectual
property rights through litigation
and other means, including
the courts and uniform dispute
resolution procedures. Martini
is co-host of “Legal Face-Off”
on WGN-AM/720 and host and
producer of “Paradigm Shift,” a
weekly legal podcast.

Anita Mauro’s practice focuses
on banking and commercial
finance as well as real estate tax
assessment. She has represented
lenders not only
on traditional
lending matters,
but also on
transactions
involving tax
warrant certificates and real
estate loans.
Mauro also has experience in
the administrative adjudication
of tax-exempt status for charitable and religious organizations
before local boards of review
and the Illinois Department of
Revenue. Mauro successfully
argued a precedent-setting case
in Illinois in which meditation
facilities with a yoga practice
may potentially qualify for
tax-exempt status on their properties statewide. She is co-chair
of the employment committee
in Thompson Coburn’s Chicago
office and a member of the firm’s
diversity committee.

Manish Mehta’s practice focuses
on intellectual property litigation, post-grant reviews, patent
prosecution and intellectual
property counseling. He represents clients
from a variety
of industries,
including pharmaceuticals,
medical devices, automotive,
e-commerce, chemical, and
computer software and hardware. After joining the Chicago
office of Benesch in March 2017,
Mehta established an India
practice group—the firm’s first
internationally focused team—
and strengthened memberships
in diversity organizations such
as the Asian American Bar
Association of Chicago and the
South Asian Bar Association
of Chicago. Mehta founded an
India practice group at his prior
firm.

Leslie Minier represents clients
in a variety of industries in
connection with mergers and
acquisitions, private equity and
general corporate matters.
For public and
private companies, she assists
in structuring,
negotiating and
documenting
mergers with,
and acquisitions and dispositions of, corporations. She also
advises private-equity funds
making investments in, engaging in leveraged buyouts of and
selling portfolio companies. She
is Katten Muchin Rosenman’s
first chief diversity partner. In
her dual role, she has been the
force behind many diversity-focused initiatives that have
helped boost the recruitment,
employment, promotion and
retention of talented minority
attorneys.

How he gives back: Mehta is
actively involved in the Chicago
chapter of the American Heart
Association to promote stroke
awareness among young adults.

How she gives back: Minier
has served on the boards of the
Chicago Committee, Joffrey
Ballet and Make-a-Wish Foundation of Illinois.

How she gives back: Martini
is on the University of Illinois
campus advisory board and the
advisory boards of the Northwestern University Pritzker
School of Law Center for Practice Engagement & Innovation
and the University of Illinois
department of mechanical and
industrial engineering.

How she gives back: Mauro is a
development board member at
PAWS Chicago.

CHRISTINA MARTINI IS
CO-HOST OF “LEGAL 
FACE-OFF” ON WGN-AM/720
AND HOST AND PRODUCER
OF “PARADIGM SHIFT,”
A WEEKLY LEGAL PODCAST.

AFTER JOINING THE
CHICAGO OFFICE OF
BENESCH IN MARCH 2017,
MANISH MEHTA
ESTABLISHED AN INDIA
PRACTICE GROUP—
THE FIRM’S FIRST
INTERNATIONALLY
FOCUSED TEAM.

We join Crain’s Chicago Business in honoring Chicago’s
o’s

Notable Minority Lawyers
including our partner and friend

Monique Bhargava.
We salute your dedication to your clients and yourr
commitment to enhancing diversity and inclusion
at our firm and within our community.

Los Angeles

New York

Chicago Nashville

Washington, DC

San Francisco Beijing Hong Kong

www.loeb.com
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JUAN MORADO JR.

D.L. MORRISS

ROBERT MURIEL

2018

NOTABLE
CHICAGO’S
MINORITY LAWYERS
VICTOR REYES

JA

Partner
Benesch

Partner
Hinshaw & Culbertson

Member
A&G Law

Founding partner
Reyes Kurson

Part
Kirk

Juan Morado Jr. is a health care
regulatory and policy attorney.
He joined Benesch in 2017 from
the Illinois Health Facilities &
Services Review
Board, where
he was general
counsel overseeing the Certificate of Need
program that
governs health
care facilities
across the state. Morado now
counsels health care industry
clients on regulatory requirements, managing internal
investigations and competitive
bidding processes. He began his
career in the office of Chicago’s
corporation counsel and later
became deputy chief of staff
and assistant general counsel in
Gov. Pat Quinn’s office.

D.L. Morriss is a commercial litigator who represents regional
and Fortune 500 financial institutions in commercial claims,
with a focus on
assisting lenders in high-value workout
disputes,
post-judgment
collections, tax
disputes and
other issues.
Morriss is Hinshaw & Culbertson’s diversity and inclusion
partner, overseeing committees
that address diversity, mentoring and attorney life. He is a
member of the firm’s associate
hiring committee and social
media committee, as well as
the planning committee for
Hinshaw University, the firm’s
accredited in-house continuing
legal education provider.

Robert Muriel is a litigator with
more than 25 years of experience in trials, appeals and
arbitrations in state and federal
courts. He represents mostly
entrepreneurs
and individuals
in complex
financial cases
involving fraud,
interference
with contract,
legal malpractice and breach
of fiduciary duty claims. Muriel
started his career as a CPA at
Arthur Andersen, then earned
his law degree at Loyola University Chicago School of Law.
He served as president of the
Hispanic Lawyers Association
of Illinois from 2001 to 2002. In
2015, Muriel was appointed by
Gov. Bruce Rauner as a commissioner of the Illinois Racing
Board. He is an adjunct faculty
member at Loyola University
Chicago School of Law.

Born in Mexico, Victor Reyes began his career as an assistant to
former Chicago Mayor Richard
M. Daley. He eventually rose to
director of intergovernmental affairs and
was responsible
for implementing the mayor’s
agenda in the
City Council,
state Legislature
and Congress. After 10 years in
the public sector, Reyes led the
Chicago government practice
of an international law firm. In
2005, he established the firm
now known as Reyes Kurson.
Reyes counsels business owners
and leaders from around the
country to find a clear path
through Illinois’ complex regulatory system. He is a member
of the Illinois Legislative Latino
Caucus and the Illinois State
Bar Association. He earned his
bachelor’s degree from Loyola
University Chicago and his law
degree from DePaul University.

Jav
in
tio
exp

How he gives back: Morado
is president of the Hispanic
Lawyers Association of Illinois.
Under his leadership, the association launched its Latina Lawyers Commission and expanded
its JD Mentors program, which
pairs current members with
young attorneys for mentorship.

How he gives back: Morriss
represented a pro se criminal defendant pro bono and
argued before the 7th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in that
case. He has been a member
of the Joffrey Ballet’s board of
directors since 2016.

JUAN MORADO JR. IS
PRESIDENT OF THE
HISPANIC LAWYERS
ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS.
UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP,
THE ASSOCIATION
LAUNCHED ITS LATINA
LAWYERS COMMISSION.
BORN IN MEXICO, VICTOR
REYES BEGAN HIS CAREER
AS AN ASSISTANT TO
FORMER CHICAGO MAYOR
RICHARD M. DALEY AND
ROSE TO DIRECTOR OF
INTERGOVERNMENTAL
AFFAIRS.

How he gives back: Muriel
has been on numerous civic
boards, including those of Chicago’s Legal Council for Health
Justice and Almost Home Kids.

How he gives back: Reyes
served on the board of Chicago
nonprofit After School Matters.
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MINORITY LAWYERS
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JESSE RUIZ

NABIL SABKI

ANUP SATHY

Partner
Kirkland & Ellis

Partner
Drinker Biddle & Reath

Partner
Latham & Watkins

Partner
Kirkland & Ellis

Javier Rubinstein has worked
in international dispute resolution for almost 30 years. He has
experience handling cross-border disputes as
outside counsel
and general
counsel. Rubinstein formed
Mayer Brown’s
international
arbitration
practice in the
1990s. He became vice chairman, global general counsel and
chief risk officer of PricewaterhouseCoopers International in
2006 and handled litigation, arbitration and regulatory disputes
across 157 countries. He joined
Kirkland in 2016 to develop its
U.S.-based international arbitration capability. Rubinstein is a
lecturer at the University of Chicago Law School. The National
Law Journal named Rubinstein
one of its 2018 Alternative Dispute Resolution Champions.

Jesse Ruiz is the relationship
partner for several of Drinker
Biddle & Reath’s major clients.
He manages and supervises
corporate,
intellectual
property,
employment
and litigation
matters. Ruiz
recently counseled several
companies
in inspector general investigations at the state and local
levels.

Nabil Sabki is an investment
management lawyer whose
practice focuses on the representation of financial services
companies. He
leads Latham &
Watkins’ Investment Advisers
Act of 1940 and
Investment
Company Act
of 1940 work
firmwide. He
counsels private-equity fund
managers in connection with
various regulatory and compliance matters, including navigating Securities & Exchange
Commission exams and inquiries. Sabki has advised on more
than 75 SEC examinations since
the adoption of the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform & Consumer
Protection Act in 2010 and has
been involved in numerous
SEC inquiries. He belongs to
the Muslim Bar Association of
Chicago.

Anup Sathy, a senior partner
in Kirkland & Ellis’ corporate
restructuring practice, routinely leads complicated restructuring matters.
He advises
companies,
buyers, boards,
investors and
lenders in
all aspects of
restructuring;
Gymboree,
Chiquita, Conseco and Zenith
are among the companies
Sathy has counseled through
restructurings. Last year, he
led a firmwide team in the restructuring of Seadrill, a global
provider of offshore drilling
services. It addressed nearly
$20 billion of contract and debt
obligations. He now leads a
team in the restructuring of
iHeartMedia, the nation’s largest owner of radio stations. The
iHeart enterprise has over $20
billion of debt obligations.

How he gives back: Sabki is a
member of Latham & Watkins’
pro bono committee in Chicago.

How he gives back: Sathy serves
on many Kirkland & Ellis committees, including the diversity
integration task force, which
oversees diversity initiatives.

How he gives back: In addition
to doing pro bono work, Rubinstein is a member of various
boards, including for the American Arbitration Association.

JESSE RUIZ COUNSELED
CHANCE THE RAPPER ON
THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF HIS CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATION,
SOCIALWORKS, INCLUDING
INCORPORATING IT AND
OBTAINING ITS TAX-EXEMPT
STATUS.

How he gives back: For 16
years, Ruiz has served as pro
bono legal counsel to the Illinois
Legislative Latino Caucus Foundation. He counseled Chance
the Rapper on the establishment
of his charitable organization,
SocialWorks, including incorporating it and obtaining its tax-exempt status. He is president
of the Chicago Park District’s
board of commissioners and
previously was vice president of
the Chicago Board of Education,
interim CEO of Chicago Public
Schools and chairman of the
Illinois State Board of Education.

ANUP SATHY LEADS A TEAM
IN THE RESTRUCTURING OF
IHEARTMEDIA, THE
NATION’S LARGEST OWNER
OF RADIO STATIONS.

We proudly congratulate our partner, colleague and friend,
Leslie Minier,
on being named one of Chicago’s Notable Minority Lawyers.

dddXNaaR[YNdP\Z
AUSTIN | CENTURY CITY | CHARLOTTE | CHICAGO | DALLAS | HOUSTON | LOS ANGELES
NEW YORK | ORANGE COUNTY | SAN FRANCISO BAY AREA | SHANGHAI | WASHINGTON, DC
LONDON: KATTEN MUCHIN ROSENMAN UK LLP | ATTORNEY ADVERTISING
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TEJAS SHAH

NOTABLE
CHICAGO’S
MINORITY LAWYERS

GUSTAVO SILLER

KEVIN SLAUGHTER

RO

Partner
Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila

Partner
Franczek Radelet

Shareholder and president
Brinks Gilson & Lione

Partner
Quarles & Brady
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Merili Seale was a key hire and
joined the partnership at Riley
Safer Holmes & Cancila in 2017
during the firm’s expansion.
Seale has won
numerous cases
for technology
companies,
financial institutions and recording artists.
She has defended corporations
encompassing all aspects of
the litigation and alternative
dispute resolution process in
cases involving consumer fraud,
deceptive trade practices, breach
of contract, trademark infringement, trade secret misappropriation and product liability.

Tejas Shah spearheaded the
launch of Franczek Radelet’s
immigration practice, which
provides immigration services
to individuals
and to institutions of all
sizes. He also
represents
national, international and
Chicago-based
corporations—including startups and
Fortune 500 companies—in the
technology, financial services,
banking, transportation and
logistics industries. Shah is a
2018-19 participant in the Chicago Council on Global Affairs’
selective Emerging Leaders
Program.

Gustavo Siller is an intellectual
property litigator and licensed
patent attorney with experience
in district court litigation, patent prosecution
and post-grant
proceedings.
With a background in computer, electrical
and mechanical engineering, Siller works
with companies from China,
Japan and Korea to identify and
minimize the risks of bringing
sophisticated technology to U.S.
markets and to navigate U.S.
intellectual property protection
laws. He provides counsel for
Chinese telecommunications
giants, including Oppo and
ZTE. As the first minority president in Brinks Gilson & Lione’s
100-year history, Siller has
helped restructure the firm and
its culture to bolster diversity
and inclusion efforts.

Kevin Slaughter, a partner with
Quarles & Brady’s corporate services practice, assists businesses
with complex commercial transactions. He
primarily represents clients
in connection
with mergers
and acquisitions transactions, including
acquisitions,
dispositions, mergers and joint
ventures with transaction values
ranging from $2 million to $300
million.
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How she gives back: Seale is a
board member of the Diverse
Attorney Pipeline Program, a
nonprofit committed to addressing the decline of women
of color lawyers across the legal
profession. She has also been
a board member of the Black
Women Lawyers’ Association
and nonprofit CircEsteem. In
2017, she was a fellow of the Legal Counsel on Legal Diversity.

2 0 0 0

How he gives back: Shah
maintains an active pro bono
practice and is a former chair
of the South Asian Bar Association of Chicago’s pro bono
clinic. He is co-chair of SABA of
North America’s immigration
committee and was chair of the
Illinois State Bar Association’s
international and immigration
law section council.

AT T O R N E Y S

|

3 8

MERILI SEALE IS A BOARD
MEMBER OF THE DIVERSE
ATTORNEY PIPELINE
PROGRAM, A NONPROFIT
COMMITTED TO ADDRESSING
THE DECLINE OF WOMEN
OF COLOR LAWYERS ACROSS
THE LEGAL PROFESSION.
KEVIN SLAUGHTER IS VICE
PRESIDENT OF LEGAL
FOR THE PATHWAYS TO
ADVENTURE COUNCIL
OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF
AMERICA.

How he gives back: For nearly
20 years, Siller has worked with
the Chicago Committee, an
organization accelerating the
progress of minority attorneys.

L O C AT I O N S

W O R L D W I D E˚

|

How he gives back: Slaughter
is vice president of legal for the
Pathways to Adventure Council
of the Boy Scouts of America. He
has helped the council sell three
camp properties, negotiate a use
agreement with a local governmental agency to effect cost savings, and implement programs
addressing underserved youth.
Slaughter is on the boards of
the Chicago Committee and the
Muslim Bar Association.

W W W. G T L AW. C O M

Greenberg Traurig proudly congratulates its colleagues
Tiffany Fordyce and Lorraine Tyson on being named
among the Notable Minority Lawyers in Chicago.
Thank you for the leadership, dedication, and inspiration
you bring to our clients, our firm, and our community.

Tiffany S. Fordyce
Shareholder
Labor & Employment

Lorraine M. Tyson
Shareholder
Corporate

G R E E N B E RG T RA U R I G, L L P | C H I CAG O
77 W E S T W A C K E R D R I V E | S U I T E 3100 | C H I C A G O, I L 60601 | 312.456.8400
Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. ©2018 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Attorneys at Law. All rights reserved. Contacts: John F. Gibbons and Rita M. Powers in
Chicago at 312.456.8400. Attorney Advertising. °These numbers are subject to fluctuation.
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NOTABLE
MINORITY LAWYERS
ROSA TUMIALAN
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LORRAINE TYSON

AMI WYNNE

MARI YAMAMOTO REGNIER

Member
Dykema Gossett

Shareholder
Greenberg Traurig

Partner
Sidley Austin

Partner
Barnes & Thornburg

Rosa Tumialan’s practice focuses on complex commercial
disputes in state and federal
courts, including class-action
defense and
insurance coverage litigation.
As a defense
attorney, she
has represented clients in
Telephone
Consumer
Protection Act litigation, as
well as in litigation arising
under other consumer privacy
statutes. She is a member of the
firm’s diversity and inclusion
committee and its financial review committee. Tumialan is a
former member of the Hispanic
National Bar Association.

Lorraine Tyson’s practice is
focused on corporate finance,
public finance and privatization
transactions. She represents
insurance
companies,
pension funds,
banks, finance
companies and
other institutional investors
on corporate finance transactions. Tyson has served as bond
counsel, disclosure counsel,
underwriter’s counsel, remarketing agent counsel, issuer’s
counsel and letter-of-credit
counsel in connection with
financings by the city of Chicago, state of Illinois, Regional
Transportation Authority, Illinois Finance Authority, Illinois
Housing Development Authority, Chicago Board of Education
and Cook County.

Ami Wynne is a partner in Sidley Austin’s Chicago office and a
global co-leader of the firm’s labor, employment and immigration practice.
Wynne defends
employers in
employment
discrimination, restrictive
covenant, contract dispute
and employment-related cases in state and
federal courts. She advises Fortune 500 companies and other
organizations on high-profile
and complex employment
issues and represents clients
in the agriculture and transportation industries on highly
sensitive employment matters.
Wynne also conducts and advises on sensitive internal investigations, including at the board
of director and C-suite levels.

Mari Yamamoto Regnier was
Barnes & Thornburg’s first
Japanese services coordinator,
assisting Japanese companies
with startup
operations (including locating
industrial sites,
acquiring real
estate and
hiring workers)
in the United
States. While
in that role, she attended law
school and eventually became
partner and chair of the firm’s
Japan services group. Yamamoto Regnier provides public
corporations and privately held
businesses—particularly in the
automotive, steel, machine tools
and petroleum industries—with
uniquely targeted counsel and
representation.

How she gives back: Tumialan
recently led a pro bono team
that prevailed over an insurance company that wrongfully
attempted to rescind an auto
policy after a claim was presented. She holds leadership positions in the Defense Research
Institute, serving on its publications board and as co-editor of
In-House Defense Quarterly.

How she gives back: Tyson is
vice chair of the Governors State
University board of trustees. She
is a past director of the board of
the National Association of Bond
Lawyers. She is current chair of
NABL’s diversity committee.

LORRAINE TYSON IS VICE
CHAIR OF THE GOVERNORS
STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD
OF TRUSTEES.

MARI YAMAMOTO
REGNIER WAS BARNES &
THORNBURG’S FIRST
JAPANESE SERVICES
COORDINATOR, ASSISTING
JAPANESE COMPANIES
WITH STARTUP
OPERATIONS IN THE U.S.
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How she gives back: Wynne
counsels numerous Chicago cultural institutions and nonprofits
on a pro bono basis. She is a
2012 Leadership Greater Chicago fellow and a board member of
Lawyers Lend-a-Hand to Youth.

How she gives back: Yamamoto Regnier is on the board of
the Japanese Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Chicago
and is an adviser to the Indiana
Japan Chamber and the Japan
America Society of Chicago.

