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 To anyone performing legal research, Thomson Reuters’ breadth of products and 
services offered under the Westlaw® trademark needs no general introduction. However, 
Thomson Reuters has recently introduced Claims Locator, a new feature for its product 
Westlaw® Patents, with which you may not be so familiar. 

 Thomson Reuters describes Claims Locator as a means to “use a claim to search for a 
claim.” In fact, Claims Locator does exactly that; it uses a claim that you input or select from a 
published U.S. patent document to search for a similar claim in other U.S. patents and/or patent 
applications. 

 Claims Locator is accessible from a link on the Westlaw® Patents page similar to that 
provided for other links, such as KeyCite, Patent Family Tree, and Case Evaluator. Upon 
entering Claims Locator, you are provided the opportunity to input a U.S. patent number, U.S. 
publication number, or the complete text of a claim. When a patent or patent publication number 
is input, a display of all of the claims in the corresponding document enables you to select the 
claim you want to search. 

 After the search is run, a list of up to 100 results is displayed in the order of relevance. 
This results list may also be viewed in a spreadsheet format (see accompanying figure) that is 
customizable to include the title, issue date, filing date, assignee, inventors, national class, 
international class, text of the claim, and/or the abstract. You are provided the option to select 
all the results as a group or to individually select the results you would like to print or export for 
future use. A link is also provided with each result that allows you to view and/or download the 
full text of the corresponding patent or patent application. 

 Claims Locator is not intended to supplant the conventional means used to identify 
existing art, such as performing a keyword search or searching within a specific patent 
classification. Rather, this feature is intended to supplement such conventional search 
protocols. Once you have identified what is believed to be existing art, you will find Claims 
Locator to be useful in determining if any relevant art was missed. 

 The current version of Claims Locator has very few identifiable limitations. Some may 
consider the U.S. patent document focus to be a limitation and the future inclusion of 
international patent documents desirable (e.g., at least international applications published 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty.) However, the benefits associated with Claims Locator 
greatly exceed its current limitations. 

 Claims Locator is ideal for use in both patent prosecution and patent litigation. During 
patent prosecution, Claims Locator can be used to identify art relevant to forming novelty or 
clearance opinions, in drafting claims for new patent applications, or in monitoring the filing of 
patent applications by competitors on similar products. During patent litigation, Claims Locator 
can be used to identify art relevant to forming infringement opinions, ascertaining patent validity, 
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or shaping claim construction arguments. This new feature is well worth examining so that you 
can judge for yourself how useful it might be for your current projects and overall practice. 
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