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One question innovators frequently ask 
is “What is a patentable invention?” 
This is an important question because 
patents confer legal rights that enable 
the patent owner to prevent others from 
making, using, selling, and offering for 
sale patented inventions. 
Thus, patents can 
be used to prevent 
competitors from 
copying a new or 
improved product 
or process.  This 
article provides a brief 
summary of the topic of 
patent eligibility.  

The first patent law 
enacted in 1793 and 
authored by Thomas 
Jefferson, described 
patentable subject 
matter as “any new and 
useful art, machine, 
manufacture, or 
composition of 
matter, or any new or useful 
improvement [thereof ].”  This same 
broad language remains embedded in the 
law today, although in 1952, Congress 
replaced the word “art” with “process” 
but otherwise left Jefferson’s language 

unchanged. 

Other sections of the patent statute 
address the “new” requirement in terms an 
invention’s novelty and nonobviousness.  
Putting those issues aside, an invention’s 

eligibility for patent is 
often never challenged 
by the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office 
except in certain areas 
like process claims 
to business methods.  
This is in large part 
due to statements by 
the Supreme Court 
broadly construing the 
patent statute to cover 
“anything under the sun 
that is made by man.”  

The courts, however, 
have recognized three 
categories of discoveries 
that are unpatentable:  

(1) abstract ideas, (2) laws 
of nature, and (3) natural 

phenomena.  Practical applications or 
uses of an idea, law of nature, or a natural 
phenomenon, however, generally are 
patentable.  Those practical applications 
are often embodied in the categories of 
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machines, manufactures and compositions of matter.  
Process claims appear to be the area in which patent 
eligibility should be more carefully considered.  A recent 
Supreme Court decision illustrates this point and has 
now put another category of discoveries under scrutiny—
diagnostic methods.  

In Mayo Collaborative Services v. Prometheus 
Laboratories, Inc., the Court reviewed the eligibility of 
patent claims to processes of using thiopurine drugs to 
treat autoimmune diseases.  When ingested, the drugs 
produce metabolites in the bloodstream. Because patients 
metabolize drugs differently, doctors found it difficult to 
determine whether a particular patient’s dose was too 
high (resulting in toxic side effects) or too low (having 
no effect).  Researchers discovered that precise dosing 
regimens could be correlated with the concentration of 
certain drug metabolites.  

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office granted claims to 
the discovery in U.S. Patent No. 6,355,623.  The claims 
covered processes for “optimizing therapeutic efficacy” 
and “reducing toxicity associated with treatment” by 
reciting two steps:  (a) administering a drug and (b) 
determining the level of the drug or metabolite in a 
patient.  

The Supreme Court unanimously found, however, that 
the claims were ineligible for patent protection.  In 
particular, it ruled that the steps recited in the claimed 
processes involve “well-understood, routine, conventional 
activity” by scientists and doctors that “effectively claim 
the underlying laws of nature themselves.”  

In light of the Supreme Court’s most recent decision, 
patent claims directed to processes may not be eligible 
for patent protection, if the claims broadly cover a law 
of nature, natural phenomenon, or naturally occurring 
relation or correlation.  To be eligible, the claim must 
cover something significantly more than practicing the 
natural principle itself.   

In summary, innovators can patent a wide variety of 
inventions that fit within the broad categories of machines, 
manufactures, or compositions of matter.  Thoughtful 
consideration, however, of claims to processes should be 
made to ensure that they do not cover ideas and natural 
laws and phenomena.    

This article is intended to provide information of general 

We have added 2 new columns to our IMWSCC 
Newsletter:   Ask A Patent Attorney and Geek is Chic.  
These columns are our attempt to keep our quarterly 
newsletter fresh and interesting.  We also have a new 
contest this year and that is: Name the Newsletter 
Contest.  Submit your ideas for a catchy name for our 
IMWSCC newsletter and in November you may be the 
recipient of a $100 dollar gift card. 

Somewhere in the newsletter we’ve hidden the 
IMWSCC favicon symbol it looks like this -      . Spot 
it and email Aaron (apeterson@nuskin.com) the page 
number and place where it is and you’ll be entered in a 
drawing for a chance to win a $25 gift card at the next 
meeting.  

What’s New and 
Read to Win!

Ask a Patent Attorney Continued: interest to the public and is not intended to offer legal 
advice about specific situations or problems. Brinks Hofer 
Gilson & Lione does not intend to create an attorney-
client relationship by offering this information, and review 
of the information shall not be deemed to create such a 
relationship. You should consult a lawyer if you have a 
legal matter requiring attention. For further information, 
please contact a Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione lawyer.

Answers to Crossword Puzzle
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T H B S I T I T A M R E D

E M H E E R

R E C N A R G A R F O B
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H H L I N D

E S I D I C A C I R T I C

A O V L N N I

D E V L O V E E I G G A

Answers from last 
Newsletter’s 
Crossword
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How’s Life on Mars
Philip K. Dick no doubt is the most influential writer 
of  science fiction in the last half  century.  He used his 
vivid imagination to invent worlds of  new technology. 
Traveling between interplanetary systems using 
futuristic spacecraft and carrying on conversations 
about art with androids are just a couple examples of  
his genre of  science fiction.  His work obviously is best 
known through the enormously successful Hollywood 
adaptations of  his work in movies like “Blade Runner”, 
“Minority Report”, “A Scanner Darkly”, and “Total 
Recall.”  Total Recall is loosely based on the short story 
“We Can Remember It for You Wholesale” he wrote in 
April 1966.  In the film, Douglas Quaid travels to Mars, 
kicks butt, takes names, and saves Mars population with 
much needed air.  Mars citizens walk onto the surface 
of  the planet with its 
new atmosphere.  A 
new atmosphere is 
what we need when 
we colonize Mars, how 
would life be on Mars 
when we get there? 
Better yet, how would 
the cosmetic industry 
be?  Buckle up folks! 
Let take a ride to the 
future Mars.

Curiosity rover, also 
called the Mars Science 
Laboratory, launched 
in late November 2011 
and landed on Mars on 
the night of  Aug. 5.  The $2.5 
billion rover is on a mission to explore whether 
life could exist there.  Scientists think we could start 
terraforming Mars to sustain life, the process of  altering 
the climate of  a planet to be more hospitable to life and 
human exploration.  Well, terraforming Mars would 
take time but let’s just fast forward to a time when we 
can freely roam the planet, how our life would be.

Location, location, location 
     Different regions of  Mars are being studied for 
the purpose of  habitation.  Natural caves are found in 
equatorial regions of  the planet and there is a possibility 
of  water reserves being present in these caves. Also, 
the surface of  the planet cools rapidly after sunset but 
caves don’t have rapid temperature variations.   Martian 
cavities would be potentially useful for Mars residents, 
for they would provide considerable shielding from 

Thang: tngo@nuskin.com

“Geek is Chic” is continued on Page 6: 

Geek is Chic: How’s Life on Mars

Artistic rendering courtesy of NASA

both the elements and intense solar radiation.  They 
might also offer access to minerals, gases, ices, and any 
underground water.  If  you could afford it, it would be 
ideal to own your dream Martian cave-condo.

Home is where the heart is
       Unlike Earth, Mars is covered with sand and dust. 
In fact, the dust is so pervasive it has created sand dunes 
throughout the planet. The same solar wind striking 
Mars can cause a dust storm. Though solar wind can 
move along planet Mars as only a hot wind, it can whip 
up enough dust to create clouds of  moving dust over 
the planet or even dust devils.   So if  you don’t own 
your own dream Martian cave-condo, you still have an 
opportunity to own a tornado-proof  home, a home 

with hydraulic levers that 
pull the Kevlar-coated 
house deep into the 
ground when high-
velocity winds pass by.  
The special material 
structure’s roof  then 
locks so dirt and wind 
can’t enter.  A wind 
turbine on top of  the 
roof  provides energy to 
power the house while 
it is burrowing.  Once 
the storm subsides, 
the house unfolds 
and residents resume 
normal life.  Would you 

be interested?

Does Mars have any key attractions?
If  you love the Grand Canyon, a powerful and inspiring 
landscape, then you would love Valles Marineris, a 
system of  canyons located just south of  the Martian 
equator. The system is about 4000 km long, and, if  on 
earth, would stretch from New York to Los Angeles. 
The central individual troughs, generally 50 to 100 km 
wide, merge into a depression as much as 600 km wide. 
In places the canyon floor reaches a depth of  10 km, 
6 to 7 times deeper than the Grand Canyon.  If  hiking 
is your passion, you will feel appropriately challenged 
on the Olympus Mons hiking trail. Olympus Mons is a 
large volcanic mountain; by one measure it has a height 
of  nearly 22 km (14 mi). The tallest mountain on any 
planet in the Solar System, it stands almost three times 
as tall as Mount Everest’s height above sea level.
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Future transportation on Mars
Solar and wind energy are the most prominent forms 
of  available renewable energy on Mars and the 
technology required to harvest electrons from solar 
winds is already available. Transportations such as a 
maglev, a high speed train that runs by using a strong 
electromagnet to elevate it above the track, gliders, or 
sun-power automobiles would be what you need and 
an emission test at least is no longer required.  Shell or 
Chevron would go bankrupt on Mars.

The Cosmetic industry on Mars
The importance of  cosmetics in human affairs has long 
been appreciated.  It is getting easier for scientists to 
apply basic knowledge to everyday needs to improve 
the quality of  life on Earth.  On Mars, the cosmetic 
industry will play a far more important role to not only 
improve the quality of  life but also to increase our life 
span with new anti-aging treatment. Allow us to learn 
and grow with the new inhabitants of  Mars.  SPF is 
no longer just for blocking UVA and UVB; it needs 
to block the whole range of  radiation.  Since Mars’ 
atmosphere is so thin, it lacks a protective ozone shield 
and magnetic field.  Life on the surface of  Mars would 
be exposed constantly to high doses of  radiation.  
Sunscreen filters would have to be included in all 

“Geek is Chic”  continued: cosmetic products.

What Are the Chemicals on Mars?
Mars has every required element in abundance. 
Moreover, on Mars, as on Earth, hydrologic and 
volcanic processes have occurred that are likely to have 
consolidated various elements into local concentrations 
of  high-grade mineral ore. There are a few chemicals 
on Mars in a liquid form; some are abundant in solid 
forms. Indeed, we are still able to formulate with Silica. 

Is Water major component in cosmetic formula?
Water is much less abundant than it is on Earth, at least 
in its liquid and gaseous state of  matter. Therefore 
formulators probably should develop only anhydrous 
formulations because they would be more cost effective 
than water-based ones.

Day work schedule
The length of  a day on Mars is 24 hours and 37 
minutes, slightly longer than Earth’s 24 hours.  It is 
good for folks who wish to have an extra half  hour a 
day to complete tasks.  Since an Earth year is 365 days 
while almost double at 687 “Earth days” on Mars, it 
means you can work only six months to complete the 
Earth year of  work or look at this way, every six months 
on Mars we have labor day, memorial day, 4th of  July, 
and Thanksgiving, Christmas.  I am going to Mars.
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Ultimately Mars will be transformed into a shirt-sleeve 
habitable world for humanity, however, it will take many 
centuries of  human ingenuity and labor to develop a habitable 
environment and bring life to the cold, dry world of  Mars.  For 
now this article is purely a fantasy, hopefully it will provoke the 
writer in you for another Total Recall.  Until then, what are you 
sitting there for? Get back to work.

“Geek is Chic”  continued:
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IMWSCC August Crossword Puzzle
by Richard Young and Tracy Cornuelle

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17

18 19

20

21 22 23 24 25 26

27

28 29 30 31

32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49

50 51

52 53 54

55 56 57

58 58 60

61 62 63

64 65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73

Across Down
1 Before Momentive, it was this 2 An active constituent of horse chestnut
6 North Carolina 3 2012 Olympic Country
8 Tyrosinase inhibitor from sweet whey (Lipo) 4 Able to flow like a liquid
12 Non‐comedogenic, polymeric emollients (Lipo) 5 California
14 Short for Alkyl Polyglucoside 7 This active from Rahn/Kinetik would have would have 
17 Diurethane based thickeners and emulsifiers from Alzo/Classic 8 If the gum isn't fully hydrated, you may find a _______
18 QA determines this for raw materials and finishted goods 9 Line of self‐preserving "naturally fortifying enhanceme
19 Cosmetic Ingredient Review 10 Tyrannosaurus __________
24 PEG/PPG‐free emulsifier of natural origin with self‐preserving properties (Dr. Straetmans/Kinetik) 11 Class of surfactants that includes polysorbate‐20 and d
27 As we get older our hair becomes _____________________ 13 Natural carrot, cucumber and lemon extracts that nour
28 A Judges mallet 15 Flower, insult or botanical extract rich in salicylic acid, 
30 A boxing term 16 The other phase
31 The "R" in R&D  20 Natural emulsifier from sugar beets (Alfa/Kinetik)
32 Brazilian oil with insect repellent properties (Classic) 21 Natural resin from Brazil that has anti‐microbial and an
33 Scanning Electron Microscope 22 Enzymatic deep cleansing agent that improves skin clar
34 A useful accessory in Seattle 23 Delivery system for ceramide‐3 (Lipo)
37 Classic has a number of ingredients from this country in South America 25 What waxes do when you heat them
40 A popurlar shave gel brand name 26 Classic Distributing Co. sells clays, talcs and silica from 
41 Short for Limited Liability Company 29 Non‐irritating exfoliant with moisturizing properties (R
42 One of the largest cities in 37 across 35 anno Domini

Across
1 Before Momentive, it was this
6 North Carolina
8 Tyrosinase inhibitor from sweet whey (Lipo)
12 Non-comedogenic, polymeric emollients (Lipo)
14 Short for Alkyl Polyglucoside
17 Diurethane based thickeners and emulsifiers from Alzo/Classic
18 QA determines this for raw materials and finishted goods
19 Cosmetic Ingredient Review
24 PEG/PPG-free emulsifier of natural origin with self-preserving properties (Dr. Straetmans/Kinetik)
27 As we get older our hair becomes _____________________
28 A Judges mallet
30 A boxing term
31 The "R" in R&D 
32 Brazilian oil with insect repellent properties (Classic)
33 Scanning Electron Microscope
34 A useful accessory in Seattle
37 Classic has a number of ingredients from this country in South America
40 A popurlar shave gel brand name
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Email your finished crossword puzzle to rroberts@nuskin.com for your chance to win a $25 gift card.  Answers will be published in the following newsletter.

Down
2 An active constituent of horse chestnut
3 2012 Olympic Country
4 Able to flow like a liquid
5 California
7 This active from Rahn/Kinetik would have would have been a great addition to Cleopatra's shower gel
8 If the gum isn't fully hydrated, you may find a _________ in your lotion
9 Line of self-preserving "naturally fortifying enhancement" systems from Mason Chemical (Classic)
10 Tyrannosaurus __________
11 Class of surfactants that includes polysorbate-20 and decyl glucoside
13 Natural carrot, cucumber and lemon extracts that nourish and moisturize the skin (Lipo)
15 Flower, insult or botanical extract rich in salicylic acid, rutin and tannic acid from GfN-Selco/Kinetik
16 The other phase
20 Natural emulsifier from sugar beets (Alfa/Kinetik)
21 Natural resin from Brazil that has anti-microbial and anti-inflammatory properties (Classic)
22 Enzymatic deep cleansing agent that improves skin clarity (IRA/Kinetik)
23 Delivery system for ceramide-3 (Lipo)
25 What waxes do when you heat them
26 Classic Distributing Co. sells clays, talcs and silica from this company
29 Non-irritating exfoliant with moisturizing properties (Res Pharma/Kinetik)
35 anno Domini
36 "Essential cell boost-factor" that combats stress markers on the molecular level (Rahn/Kinetik)
38 Line of powders that adsorb sebum and improve skin feel (Lipo)
39 Skin lightener derived from sugar cane syrup (Dr. Straetmans/Kinetik)
44 Anti-inflammatory extracts from Lipo
45 Actively protects DNA during sun exposure (Rahn/Kinetik)
46 A nucleic acid that carries genetic information
53 natural red-orange colorant from Brazil (Classic)
55 Florida
57 The national emblem of Scotland and a pretty if prickly flower
60 A county in Southern California
61 What we want our lips, not our figures, to be
62 What you do when distrubtors come to visit
63 This plant is used to make tequila
64 Sodium Laureth Sulfate
65 non-human hominoids
66 A popular community near NuSkin
68 Where staibliyt samples go
71 You might use carbomer to make this

41 Short for Limited Liability Company
42 One of the largest cities in 37 across
43 Foundations usually come in ivories and  ___________________
47 A light emollient ester from Bernel (Classic)
48 Acids known for their exfoliating benefits
49 There are many ______________ marketing companies in Utah
50 This ingredient is an acidic hetero-polysaccharide from edible fruit bodies (Lipo)
51 A common safety test for personal care products
52 A mineral used to impart a pearly or sparkly appearance
54 This purfume by gucci may not make your eyes green, but is sure to make you smell good.
57 A ________ earth mineral contains one or more ________ earth elements as a major constituent
59 Classic Distributing Co. represents this company, known for their maleate esters
60 Warming sensate (Lipo)
64 Not basic
65 The great _________________  of Idaho
68 The position that a given gene occupies on a chromosome
70 Purchase Order
71 Natural black soap base from Classic Dist.
73 Sodium Lauryl Sulfate
74 Award winning active from Lipo that protects against UV blue light exposure
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2012 IMWSCC Elections
Changes are coming to the IMWSCC and you can be 
a part of it! People elected to serve in 2012 will serve 
for two years in that position unless noted otherwise.  
Entries for the positions must be received by September 
1st. The following positions are available for the board:

Secretary
Treasurer
Chair - Elect (note this is a four year commitment)

 Basic Requirements:

 i.Be a General Member of the IMWSCC- That’s it.  
Well, make sure your company will support you in this 
endeavor
ii. Let us know so we can submit your name (have 
chapter contact information available)

 Benefits of Being an IMWSCC Chapter Officer
 i.Attend the National meetings twice a year (the chapter 
pays for your travel and your company pays for the 
registration)
 ii. Networking- Isn’t the saying, “It’s not what you know, 
but who you know?” 
 iii.Leadership opportunities
 iv. A chance to give back and make a difference

What you need to do:
If you are interested in running for office you need to 
read the descriptions online (www.imwscc.org) of the 
position you wish to run for and formally submit your 
name to the IMWSCC via the form on www.IMWSCC.
org   If there is  no opponent for the position you run for 
campaigning is not required.
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Spotlight on: 
Nathan Reighard

Where were you born? Washington, IA

What was your favorite subject in grade school? Math

As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up? Did 
not know

Favorite Hobbies? Spending time with my kids, golfing and 
hiking

Favorite TV Show? Sports

Favorite Movie? Tombstone

On the weekend, you will most likely be found… Playing with 
my kids

Any nicknames we should know about? None 

What is the most adventurous thing you’ve ever done?

Hanging from an aircraft in flight

What was your last vacation?  LA

The last time you laughed out loud? Watching my kids dance 
round the living room.

If you could have a super-power what would it be? Teleporting

What is your favorite quote? What lies behind us and what 
lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson

What are you most proud of? My Children
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Perry Romanowski: ChemistsCorner.com

How to Read a Scientific Journal Article
If you want to stay up on the latest research in cosmetic 
science, you’ll have to learn to quickly filter and 
read scientific papers. With page turning titles like 
“Dermatological aspects of a successful introduction and 
continuation of alcohol-based hand rubs for hygienic 
hand disinfection” or “Deposition of 18-MEA onto 
alkaline-color-treated weathered hair to form a persistent 
hydrophobicity” keeping up can be challenging.

Fret not! We here at Chemists Corner have put together 
the following tips that will make it much easier for you 
to figure out what you don’t need to read and how to get 
the most out of everything you do read.

Don’t do this

The worst possible thing you can do is to read an article 
from the title to the conclusion straight through. It 
will take a lot of time & brainpower to 
understand and you may not learn 
anything useful. As a formulation 
chemist, your time is 
valuable. Don’t waste 
it on unproductive 
reading.

Take notes

To help you 
remember new 
ideas or other 
insights you get 
while reading, 
be sure to have 
a paper and pen 
ready to take notes 
while reading. If 
you’re able, just 

write right on the article. You can write questions to 
yourself and see if they are answered while you’re reading. 
The combination of reading and note-taking will make 
the study of the article much more effective.

Why are you reading it?

The first thing you want to figure out is why you would 
read a particular article anyway. Scan the title to get a 
rough idea of what the article is about. Then ask yourself 
“Why would I read this?” If you are a cosmetic chemist 
who specializes in hair products do you really need to 
read an in-depth article about antiperspirant efficacy? 
There may be a good reason (finding inspiration for 
new ways to test your hair product) but it is probably 
of academic interest only. You should focus on articles 
that will teach you things applicable to your job. Before 
reading any article always ask yourself

What do I hope to learn by reading this article?

Review the Authors

You’ll notice that some authors are quoted 
time and again 

in literature. 
For example, 

in the Journal 
of Cosmetic 
S c i e n c e , 
C l a r e n c e 
Robbins and 
Yash Kamath 
are some of the 
most respected 
and often cited 
researchers in 
the subject of 
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hair. Articles written by them are worth your time. 
However, supplier sponsored articles may not be 
scientifically robust enough for you to get much out 
of them. They might be excessively biased which 
should cause you to question the results.

Figure out what the title means

Once you know what kind of bias the authors might 
bring, it’s time to start dissecting the headline. This 
is often challenging, but given enough thought you 
can do it.

Take this example…

“Dermatological aspects of a successful introduction 
and continuation of alcohol-based hand rubs for 
hygienic hand disinfection”

If you pick out a few keywords you can get the gist of 
what they are talking about.

‘Dermatological aspects’ – It’s about how they affect the 
skin.

‘alcohol based hand rubs’ – It’s about hand sanitizers.

‘introduction and continuation’ – It’s about frequent use

So, from these keywords the article is roughly about how 
using alcohol based hand sanitizers will affect skin over 
time. If this is an area of formulating relevant to you, 
continue reading the article. Otherwise, don’t bother.

Understand the abstract or synopsis

After figuring out the headline, next try to tackle the 
abstract. If it’s written well, it will succinctly describe the 
hypothesis, what was done to test 
it and the results. You’ll get a great 
sense about whether you need to 
read further.

How to dertermine  Continued: 
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You can get 
updates and 

articles on the 
web!

www.imwscc.org

Review the diagrams & procedures

Instead of moving right to the background / introduction, 
use your knowledge from the abstract and look at 
the diagrams. At this point it should be evident what 
the graphs are trying to depict. Check to see if the 
control makes sense, if you understand the differences 
shown, and if the information matters to you. To help 
understand the figures, look at the method/procedure 
section. If it is relevant to your work, try to visualize 
doing the experiment yourself. This could help you 
repeat the work if you wanted to.

Read the Intro

At this point, you should know well enough if you 
want to read any more. Start with the introduction to 
determine whether the authors know about what has 
already been studied in the area. You will eventually 
become an expert in your area of study and you’ll be able 
to tell how knowledgeable these authors are. If they don’t 
seem like they’ve got a grasp on the subject, be suspicious 
of the results. They may have made an obvious mistake.

Read the results sections

You should next read the results section to see what the 
authors think is the implication of their work. Here is 
where you can get some ideas on how you might apply 
the knowledge gained from reading the article. You can 
also decide whether you agree with their conclusions. 
Often what’s written by the author is not the only way 
to interpret the data.

Read the discussion last

Finally, take a look at the discussion section. Since you’ve 
already understood the title, abstract and diagrams, this 
section should only be skimmed to see if it answers (or 
raises) any questions that remain. If the first few sections 
were well-written, this section should require the least 

amount of reading by you.

Articles and the Cosmetic Chemist

Reading scientific articles can make you a smarter 
cosmetic chemist and can provide a great source of new, 
formulation and innovation ideas. Make a habit to read 
at least one scientific article in your specific field each 
day. They will become easier to read and you’ll become 
an area expert. Who knows? Once you know enough, 
you will be writing an article yourself.

Job Listing
Color Cosmetics Chemist -  Colorescience, a division 
of SkinMedica, Inc. seeks a color cosmetics chemist 
to assist in the formulation and development of a 
wide variety of color cosmetics including lip and 
eye area products, foundations and pressed powders.  
Responsibilities include: the formulation of new 
products including mineral based cosmetics, color 
shade matching, supervision of pilot and initial 
production batches as well as managing stability 
and compatibility of formulations. Requirements: 
Minimum B.S. in Chemistry, Biology or related 
science, 4+ years industry experience in color 
cosmetics formulation and knowledge of cGMPs.   
Please submit resume to tfleck@skinmedica.com
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our melanocytes worked overtime. This was a nice 
rehearsal for the summer golf outing but I hope that 
I play a little better come August or Mike Baiamonte 
may find more balls in the bushes than he knows 
what to do with.

Thanks to all of you who showed up for free food, 
education, and entertainment. I believe that whatever 
the chapter owed you has been paid in full.  

IOU Synopsis
Rachel Sabin:  Rachel_Sabin@morinda.com

In May the IMWSCC held its second annual IOU 
meeting. This year over half of our members showed 
up for a stuffing of the intellectual and victual variety 
all on the chapter.

Christopher’s Steakhouse hosted our fine event 
where we learned about the practical applications 
and rheological properties of polysaccharide 
overachievers. Then the mystical veil of the patent 
and trademark world was parted for us as we 
discovered how to become inventor superstars. 

Following the tenderloin and mashed potato post 
show we took the party over to Mulligans. Being out 
in the perfect spring weather was a nice treat for us 
cubicle shut-ins. We all practiced our swing either 
on the driving range or on the mini-golf course while 
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TNT
IMWSCC 3rd Quarter Meeting

August 22nd, 2012
2:30-5:30pm (dinner following)

Hotel Park City, Pine Room & Ruth’s Chris

Schedule
2:30pm – Registration check-in and grab a copy of the 
Summer Newsletter
3:15pm –Welcome, announcements, 
3:30 pm – 1st speaker: Chris Johnson:  Preservatives 101
4:00pm –Q&A first speaker
4:30pm- 2nd speaker: Gary Agisim:  A Breakthrough 
Approach to Lip Balm Sunscreen Formulation – Savor 
The Flavor
5:00pm –Q&A second speaker
5:30pm—Ruth’s Chris Dinner: 1st Floor in the Crescent 
Room (alcoholic drinks not included)

Special thanks for our Q3 TNT Meeting Sponsors! 

Lipo
Kinetik

Classic Distributing
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Presenters for TNT:

Preservatives 101 – the Past, Pres-
ent and Future of Cosmetic Preser-
vation

We are all aware that preservatives 
play a vital role in cosmetic formu-
lation.
However, in the past we trusted that 
certain preservatives worked better 
– they

were more reliable, relatively inexpensive and easy to use. 
Of course, with the
proliferation of social media, cosmetic blogging and in-
gredient data on the Internet,
everything has changed.

Our customers now have unprecedented access to infor-
mation about the potential
health risks (whether accurate or not) of preservatives, in 
real time. As we’ve seen
in the past ten years, this trend can assertively influence 
the preservative choices a
formulator may have, and undoubtedly guide marketing 
strategies for new product
development.

In this presentation Chris will review the last 50 years of 
cosmetic preservation,
leading up to recent challenges faced by the cosmetic 
chemist, and concluding with
current and future trends in non-traditional and natural 
preservation.

Chris Johnson (Director – Technical Marketing) Kinetik 
Technologies, Inc.

A Breakthrough Approach to Lip Balm Sun-
screen Formulation – Savor The
Flavor
ABSTRACT

Human lips are prone to sun damage when 
exposed to UVA and/or UVB radiation.
Efficacious protection from UVA and UVB 
radiation requires the use of significant
quantities of sunscreen and often a mixture of 
organic sunscreens to achieve protection from 
both UVA and UVB radiation. UVB, which is 
radiation in the 290nm – 320nm wavelength 

can produce sever burning of the lips which have little or no melanin, while 
UVA, which is in the 320nm – 400nm wavelength range, can cause damage 
to gene P53 DNA, possibly leading to cancer. The longer UVA wavelengths 
allow for deeper penetration into the lip potentially causing damage to the 
elastic fibers and collagen which give lips their characteristic shape resulting 
in wrinkling and the appearance of premature aging. Thus protecting the lips 
from both UVA and UVB is important to the maintenance of lip health and 
appearance.

Unfortunately, sunscreens, particularly organic sunscreens have a bad taste. 
Some sunscreens including Avobenzone have a very bad taste. Taste, while 
not an issue for lotions applied to the body, becomes a significant problem 
when sunscreens are incorporated into lip balms particularly those contain-
ing Avobenzone which is the most efficacious ingredient for UVA protection.

Formulation of lip balms with an SPF 30 or greater, which represents 
significant UVB protection, results in products with an unpleasant taste 
compromising consumer use and proper compliance for effective protection. 
The addition of Avobenzone to such compositions to provide UVA protection 
significantly exacerbates the problem.

Research in our laboratory has demonstrated that combining the sunscreens 
with Sorbeth- 2-Hexolate, in the molecular configuration of a spider ester 
taste masks the sunscreen and allows for full sunscreen potency. The data 
will present several formulations at various ratios of sunscreens to various 
spider esters using different method of forming an association between the 
sunscreen and the spider ester. In-vitro and in-vivo sunscreen testing data 
will be presented to demonstrate the efficacy of the sunscreens in achiev-
ing an SPF of 50+ with significant UVA protection while maintaining a very 
pleasant taste.
Formulation studies using various lip balm bases, including a non-petrola-
tum base utilizing advanced silicone technology, will demonstrate the ability 
to incorporate the sunscreen / spider ester combination into novel lip balm 
bases for superior application and lip feel. Clinical studies will further dem-
onstrate formulas containing hyaluroinc acid derivatives result in a clinically 
effective product that can support label claims for the improved, more youth-
ful, appearance associated with established anti-aging cosmetic ingredients 
--- while continuing to maintain superior taste. Multiple examples of formu-
las will be presented. The theory of taste improvement with spider esters will 
be demonstrated with molecular diagrams.

This paper will demonstrate that a commercial lip balm product with supe-
rior UVA and UVB protection, excellent lip feel, and very pleasant taste can 
be formulated and manufactured.

Chris Johnson Gary Agisim



Summer 2012   IMWSCC  21

TNT
IMWSCC Golf Scramble

August 23rd, 2012
7:00am – 2:00pm (breakfast and lunch provided)

Park City Gold Course- Park City, Utah

Schedule
7:00am – Check-In Required for each player- We will 
have a table set-up in the area by the golf carts 
7:00 – 7:45am: Breakfast 
7:45am –Let the tournament begin!
12:30pm – 2:00pm: Lunch and prizes 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SPONSORED 
AND PARTICIPATED!!!
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time that 76/768/EEC – the cosmetic directive 
– has been amended, to which 50 adaptations 
havealso been added,as well as multiple guidance 
documents and court rulings. This latest  has a 
couple of key dates and deadlines:

Jan. 11, 2010: Enactionof the new 
regulations 

July 11, 2013: Effective date for the 
majority of the regulation’s provisions 

Dec.1, 2010: Effective date for provisions on 
prohibition of CMR substances 

Jan. 11, 2013: Effective date for 
notification provisions on nanomaterials 

Many of the deadlines have already taken 
place and you may or may not have noticed a 
difference in how your documents appear, how 
safety tests are conducted and how suppliers 
are verified. The July deadline for most of the 
regulationswill affect your job in similar  ways, 

EU Regulatory Changes and Their 
Effect on YOU!

Scott : scott@theregulatorydepartment.com

This article was not proofread by animals.

Subject: Rabbits, Rodents, Porpoises and 
Primates Rejoice

Dear: Mr./Ms. Formulator, Lab Technician, 
Ingredient Salesperson, Manager, or Buyer:

The complete ban on animal testing on 
finished cosmetic products and cosmetic 
ingredients goes into effect next year. Updates 
to notification systems, product traceability, 
safety assessments, responsible person 
designation, additions to the banned ingredient 
lists and product information file clarifications 
will also come into effect. 

You won’t have to change much if you already:

Make sure your finished products are not 
tested on animals

Make sure the individual ingredients have 
not been tested on animals or that the safety 
documents, MSDS, allergen tests, etc., of said 
ingredients are not based on animal testing

Have regulatory personnel who 
have updated your Product 
Information Files (PIF)

Have designated a legal or 
natural person within the EU – 
known as a “responsible person”

Complete the new EU-wide 
notification

Have documents showing origin 
traceability of the ingredients throughout 
the supply chain

The EU’s premise (which may be a euphemism 
in this case) for the updates, tests, etc. is 
increased consumer safety. This will be the 7th 
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some obvious and others may just be business as 
usual.

You probably already know about the animal 
testing ban that has been in effect since ca. 
2004. Here’s a brief overview of the dates from 
the EU cosmetic legislation website:

The testing ban on finished cosmetic products 
applies since 11 September 2004.

The testing ban on ingredients or combination 
of ingredients applies since 11 March 2009.

The marketing ban applies since 11 March 2009 
for all human health effects with the exception 
of repeated-dose toxicity, reproductive toxicity 
and toxicokinetics. 

For the aforementioned specific health effects, 
the marketing ban will apply step by step as 
soon as alternative methods are validated and 
adopted in EU legislation with due regard to 
the OECD validation process.A maximum cut-
off date of 10 years after entry into force of the 

Directive will be enforced, i.e., 11 March 2013, 
irrespective of the availability of alternative non-
animal tests. 

So, if you are tempted to use an ingredient 
that has been rubbed in the eyes of rabbits, 
sprinkled on the private parts of bats or added 
to the bi-weekly mandatory bath of Cherokee 
the Chimpanzee, you may want to rethink 
your safety study, supplier or ingredient. If you 
need a list of alternate safety methods, they are 
available on the EU consumer affairs website.

Below are the other updates that may or may 
not affect your job summarized well by export.
gov:

Product Labeling: The presence of nanomaterials 
must be indicated with the term “nano” (in 
brackets) after the ingredient. For example: 
Titanium Dioxide [nano]

Product Notification: Beginning in January 
2012, a new, simplified and centralized system 
will replace the current national competent 

Standards Continued:
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Standards Continued:

authority notification process. This notification 
system will be mandatory by July 2013.

Product Information File: The Cosmetics 
Regulation clarifies the format and content of 
the product safety assessment. Beginning in July 
2013 all dossiers will have to be in line with 
Annex I of the new Regulation.

Designation of a “Responsible Person”: Beginning 
in July 2013, cosmetics companies will be 
required to have a designated legal or natural 
person within the EU – known as a “responsible 
person” – if they wish to have products placed 
on the European market. This person is 
charged with handling the dossiers of cosmetics 
companies as well as ensuring compliance of a 
product with all the requirements of the new 
Cosmetics Regulation.

Responsible persons shall identify the distributors 
to whom they supply the cosmetic product: for a 
period of three years following the date on 
which the batch of the cosmetic product was 
made available to the distributor. The same 
applies to all other persons involved in the 
supply chain. 

I know what you’re thinking, as if REACH 
weren’t already annoying and times taking 
enough, the 2009 changes to the cosmetic 
regulations (76/768/EEC) coming into effect 
are going to take more time and effort that 
could better be spent coming up with new and 
exciting ingredients. You’re right 
and the EU has already made a 
plan for that – a comment email 
box -- and I’m sure they will 
care when you send them one.

Make sure that your regulatory 
personnelare aware and savvy 
in these aspects. Without 
the correct format, changes 
to testing, designation of a 
responsible person, etc. you 
could risk some major hits to 
EU revenue as well as major 

documentation gathering costs, ingredient 
sourcing and the dreaded backorders. 

If you are unsure about your compliance or 
your preparation strategy for the upcoming 
changes, become familiar with your processes, 
preparation and execution. If you don’t have 
that kind of time, let me know, I’ll get you 
taken care of.

References:

http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/
consumers/product_labelling_and_

packaging/co0013_en.htm

Regulation (EC) No 1223/2009 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on cosmetic 
products (Text with EEA relevance).

Alternative methods http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/sectors/
cosmetics/files/doc/antest/sec_2004_1210_en.pdf

www.export.gov

You can reach Scott at:

Scott Taylor

The Regulatory 
Department

(801) 754-4443

scott@theregulatorydepartment.com
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Save the Date for IMWSCC’s 
Scientific Seminar!

Come enjoy a full day of fabulous food, scientific 
presentations, prizes, and camaraderie!

November 14th at the Grand America 
Resort

9 am to 4 pm
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IMWSCC Company Spotlight
info@alixtech.com

  Editor’s Note: Each quarter we will highlight a different 
company to showcase  the great companies that have their 
home in the Intermountain West.

What’s New in the West - West Alix Technologies Filling 
Your Needs.  

Alix Technologies a division of Pharmachem, is a 
Branded and Privite label contract filler and product 
manufacturer. Alix Technologies previously Sorenco 
Laboratories, has put millions of dollars into renovating, 
upgrading equipment, personnel, and has upgraded to 
state of the art clean rooms, analytical and microbiology 
laboratories, and in-house stability testing services. Alix 
has concentrated their resources from the Texas facility 
to create and add to their state of the art facility in Utah.

Alix Technologies is run by a team of industry specialists 
that has over 30 years of experience in the industry. 
Our parent company Pharmachem is one or the largest 
ingredient suppliers and an in house resource for custom 
designed products  such as custom vitamins, mineral 
blends and premixes. 

Alix Technologies’ on sight team specializes in creating 
high quality products from  research & development, 
formulating, compounding, and filling your needs in the 
following categories: nutritional beverages, cosmetics, 
creams, lotions, pastes and many other personal care and 
OTC products along with many nutraceutical products.

Alix Technologies is a Part 111 & 211 GMP compliant 
facility and is registered as an organic processor with 
the International Aloe Science Council. Permitted 
with ATF and have HALAL and Kosher compliant 
manufacturing processes. In-house testing assures 
quality with every batch they make. Alix Technologies 
understands the importance to their customers and the 
product consumer to have quality in every package. 

Alix is a quality driven partner for many national 
brands.  Their state of the art facility has manufactured 
for national and world wide brands as well as many 
large MLM companies. For More information you can 
contact Alix Technologies by calling 801 990-2100 or 
emailing inquiries to info@alixtech.com.
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Job Listing
for Participation for the 2012 Technology Showcase to be held in 
conjunction with the SCC Annual Scientific Meeting. Details and 
necessary forms can be found online. Please note the showcase will 
run from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm on Thursday, December 6th and from 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm on Friday, December 7th. 

CALL FOR PAPERS - 2013 ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC SEMINAR

PODIUM PRESENTATIONS ONLY

The Committee on Scientific Affairs is pleased to announce the Call 
for Papers for Podium Presentations for the 2013 Annual Scientific 
Seminar at the Union Station Marriott, St. Louis, MO. Details and 
necessary forms can be found online.

To submit your abstract directly online scc.org

If you would like to view a sample abstract, see website

SCC: wwwscconline.org

SCC News Update
2013 ANNUAL DUES 

Dues renewals for 2013 have been mailed to all members. If you would 
like to pay your 2013 dues online. 

Please note the last day to make a payment for 2013 Dues online will 
be January 4, 2013.

New for this year! Dues Payments received after December 31, 2012 will 
be charged a $25 Late Fee.

Note: You may only pay your 2013 Dues online. If you need to reinstate 
your membership, please call the SCC National Office.

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION - 2012 TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE 

The Committee on Scientific Affairs is pleased to announce the Call 



IMWSCC Would Like To Thank Our 
Third Quarter Meeting Sponsors:
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